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Suicide   Prevention   Policy  
Region(s):    CA  
 
 
Rocketship  Public  Schools  recognizes  that  suicide  is  a  major  cause  of  death  among  youth  and  should                                
be  taken  seriously.  To  attempt  to  reduce  suicidal  behavior  and  its  impact  on  students  and  families,                                
Rocketship  has  developed  prevention  strategies  and  intervention  procedures.  In  compliance  with                      
Education  Code  section  215,  this  policy  has  been  developed  in  consultation  with  Rocketship                          
school-employed  mental  health  professionals  (e.g.,  school  counselors,  psychologists),                
administrators,  other  school  staff  members,  the  county  mental  health  plan,  and  other  community                          
stakeholders  in  planning,  implementing,  and  evaluating  Rocketship’s  strategies  for  suicide                    
prevention  and  intervention.  Rocketship  must  work  in  conjunction  with  local  government  agencies,                        
community-based   organizations,   and   other   community   supports   to   identify   additional   resources.   
 
To  ensure  the  policies  regarding  suicide  prevention  are  properly  adopted,  implemented,  and                        
updated,  Rocketship  may  appoint  an  individual  (or  team)  to  serve  as  the  suicide  prevention  point  of                                
contact  for  Rocketship.  The  suicide  prevention  point  of  contact  for  Rocketship  and  the  Principal                            
shall  ensure  proper  coordination  and  consultation  with  the  county  mental  health  plan  if  a  referral  is                                
made  for  mental  health  or  related  services  on  behalf  of  a  student  who  is  a  Medi-Cal  beneficiary.  This                                    
policy  shall  be  reviewed  and  revised  as  indicated,  at  least  annually  in  conjunction  with  the  previously                                
mentioned   community   stakeholders.  
 
Staff   Development  
Rocketship,  along  with  its  partners,  has  carefully  reviewed  available  staff  training  to  ensure  it                            
promotes  the  mental  health  model  of  suicide  prevention  and  does  not  encourage  the  use  of  the                                
stress   model   to   explain   suicide.  

 
Training  shall  be  provided  for  all  school  staff  members.  It  may  also  be  provided,  when  appropriate,                                
for  other  adults  on  campus  (such  as  substitutes  and  intermittent  staff,  volunteers,  interns,  tutors,                            
coaches,   and   afterschool   staff).   
 
Employee   Qualifications   and   Scope   of   Services  
Employees  of  Rocketship  must  act  only  within  the  authorization  and  scope  of  their  credential  or                              
license.  While  it  is  expected  that  school  professionals  are  able  to  identify  suicide  risk  factors  and                                
warning  signs,  and  to  prevent  the  immediate  risk  of  a  suicidal  behavior,  treatment  of  suicidal                              
ideation  is  typically  beyond  the  scope  of  services  offered  in  the  school  setting.  In  addition,  treatment                                
of  the  mental  health  challenges  often  associated  with  suicidal  thinking  typically  requires  mental                          
health   resources   beyond   what   schools   are   able   to   provide.  

 
Parents,   Guardians,   and   Caregivers   Participation   and   Education  
Parents/guardians/caregivers  may  be  included  in  suicide  prevention  efforts.  At  a  minimum,  the                        
Charter  School  shall  share  this  Policy  with  parents/guardians/caregivers  by  making  it  easily                        
accessible  on  the  Rocketship  Web  page  and  included  in  the  Parent  Handbook.                        
Parents/guardians/caregivers   may   also   have   access   to   suicide   prevention   training.   
 
Intervention   and   Emergency   Procedures  
Rocketship  designates  the  following  administrators  to  act  as  the  primary  and  secondary  suicide                          
prevention   liaisons:   
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1. Mental   Health   Provider  

 
2. Principal   (or   Assistant   Principal)  

 
Whenever  a  staff  member  suspects  or  has  knowledge  of  a  student’s  suicidal  intentions,  they  shall                              
promptly  notify  the  primary  designated  suicide  prevention  liaison.  If  this  primary  suicide  prevention                          
liaison   is   unavailable,   the   staff   shall   promptly   notify   the   secondary   suicide   prevention   liaison.  

 
The  suicide  prevention  liaison  shall  immediately  notify  the  Principal  or  designee,  who  shall  then                            
notify  the  student’s  parent/guardian  as  soon  as  possible  if  appropriate  and  in  the  best  interest  of  the                                  
student.  Determination  of  notification  to  parents/guardians/caregivers  should  follow  a  formal  initial                      
assessment   to   ensure   that   the   student   is   not   endangered   by   parental   notification.  
 
The  suicide  prevention  liaison  shall  also  refer  the  student  to  mental  health  resources  at  Rocketship                              
or   in   the   community.  
 
When  a  student  is  in  imminent  danger  (has  access  to  a  gun,  is  on  a  rooftop,  or  in  other  unsafe                                        
conditions),   a   call   shall   be   made   to   911.   
 
When  a  suicide  attempt  or  threat  is  reported  on  campus  or  at  a  school-related  activity,  the  suicide                                  
prevention   liaison   shall,   at   a   minimum:  
 

1. Ensure   the   student’s   physical   safety   by   one   or   more   of   the   following,   as   appropriate:  
a. Securing   immediate   medical   treatment   if   a   suicide   attempt   has   occurred.  
b. Securing  law  enforcement  and/or  other  emergency  assistance  if  a  suicidal  act  is  being                          

actively   threatened.  
c. Keeping  the  student  under  continuous  adult  supervision  until  the  parent/guardian                    

and/or  appropriate  support  agent  or  agency  can  be  contacted  and  has  the                        
opportunity   to   intervene.  

d. Remaining  calm,  keeping  in  mind  the  student  is  overwhelmed,  confused,  and                      
emotionally   distressed.  

e. Moving   all   other   students   out   of   the   immediate   area.  
f. Not   sending   the   student   away   or   leaving   him/her   alone,   even   to   go   to   the   restroom.  
g. Providing  comfort  to  the  student,  listening  and  allowing  the  student  to  talk  and  being                            

comfortable   with   moments   of   silence.  
h. Promising   privacy   and   help,   but   not   promising   confidentiality.  

 
2. Document   the   incident   in   writing   as   soon   as   feasible.  

 
3. Follow  up  with  the  parent/guardian  and  student  in  a  timely  manner  to  provide  referrals  to                              

appropriate  services  as  needed  and  coordinate  and  consult  with  the  county  mental  health                          
plan  if  a  referral  is  made  for  mental  health  or  related  services  on  behalf  of  a  student  who  is  a                                        
Medi-Cal   beneficiary.   

 
4. After  a  referral  is  made,  Rocketship  shall  verify  with  the  parent/guardian  that  the  follow  up                              

treatment  has  been  accessed.  Parents/guardians  will  be  required  to  provide  documentation                      
of  care  for  the  student.  If  parents/guardians  refuse  or  neglect  to  access  treatment  for  a                              
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student  who  has  been  identified  to  be  at  risk  for  suicide  or  in  emotional  distress,  the  suicide                                  
prevention  liaisons  shall  meet  with  the  parent  to  identify  barriers  to  treatment  (e.g.,  cultural                            
stigma,  financial  issues)  and  work  to  rectify  the  situation  and  build  understanding  of  care.  If                              
follow   up   care   is   still   not   provided,   Rocketship   may   contact   Child   Protective   Services.  

 
5. Provide  access  to  counselors  or  other  appropriate  personnel  to  listen  to  and  support                          

students   and   staff   who   are   directly   or   indirectly   involved   with   the   incident   at   Rocketship.  
 

6. Provide  an  opportunity  for  all  who  respond  to  the  incident  to  debrief,  evaluate  the                            
effectiveness   of   the   strategies   used,   and   make   recommendations   for   future   actions.  

 
In  the  event  a  suicide  occurs  or  is  attempted  on  the  Rocketship  campus,  the  suicide  prevention                                
liaison  shall  follow  the  crisis  intervention  procedures  contained  in  Rocketship’s  safety  plan  and/or                          
Crisis   Response   Plan.   
 
Supporting   Students   during   or   after   a   Mental   Health   Crisis  
Students  shall  be  encouraged  through  Rocketship  activities  to  notify  a  teacher,  the  Principal,                          
another  Rocketship  administrator,  psychologist,  Rocketship  counselor,  suicide  prevention  liaisons,                  
or  other  adult  when  they  are  experiencing  thoughts  of  suicide  or  when  they  suspect  or  have                                
knowledge  of  another  student’s  suicidal  intentions.  Rocketship  staff  should  treat  each  report                        
seriously,  calmly,  and  with  active  listening  and  support.  Staff  should  be  non-judgmental  to  students                            
and  discuss  with  the  student,  and  parent/guardian,  about  additional  resources  to  support  the                          
student.  
 
Responding   After   a   Suicide   Death   (Postvention)  
A  death  by  suicide  in  the  school  community  (whether  by  a  student  or  staff  member)  can  have                                  
devastating  consequences  on  the  school  community,  including  students  and  staff.  Rocketship  shall                        
follow   its   Crisis   Response   Plan   to   determine   the   most   appropriate   postvention.  
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