
Language Board 
Focused on Language Arts Skills and aligned to the Common Core Language Standards 

Grade 5 



Standard: L.5.4.C Consult reference materials to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases. 

Dictionaries are reference texts that help us understand words by giving us a dictionary entry.  
 

Dictionary entries tell us: 
 

● The word 
● How to pronounce the word 
● The part of speech of the word 
● Many definitions of the word 

 

Sometimes dictionaries also show us an example of a sentence with the word in it.  
 

 
 

 
We can use dictionaries to learn the meaning of a word. When doing so, we must: 

● Look at the context of the word in the sentence and ask: 
○ “What part of speech is the word being used as?” 
○ “What do we think the word might mean?” 

● Look at all the definitions of the word in the dictionary. 
● Ask ourselves, “Which definition matches best?” 

 
 



 

   Monday  G5, Week 29 
 

Skill: Reference Materials 

    Name: ___________________________ 
 

   Cohort: ___________________________ 
 

Standard: L.5.4.C Consult reference materials to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases. 

Below is an entry from a dictionary. 

spot [ \'spat\] noun, verb 
1. A mark that is different in color from the area around it. 2. A place 
or position. 3. A small quantity or amount. 4. To notice or see.  

 
What does the word spot mean as it’s used in this sentence? 

The pastry chef added a spot of salt to bring out the flavor of the 
lemon in the cookies. 

 
A. definition 1 
B. definition 2 
C. definition 3 
D. definition 4 

Read the dictionary entry.  

compact adj. 1. occupying little space compared to others. 2. short 
and sturdy 3. closely and firmly packed together 4. brief and to the 
point 

 
Which definition from the dictionary entry gives the meaning of the 
word compact as it is used in this sentence? 

The compact soil made it difficult to plant a tree.  

 
A. definition 1 
B. definition 2 
C. definition 3 
D. definition 4  

Read the dictionary entry  

suspend verb 1. to hang something from above 2. to stop something 
for a period of time. 3. to force someone to give up something for a 
time. 4. to keep from falling without any visible support. 

 
Which definition from the dictionary entry gives the meaning of the 
word suspend as it is used in this sentence? 

Due to traffic and road construction, the city officials had no option 
but to suspend bus service to the downtown area. 

 
A. definition 1 
B. definition 2 
C. definition 3 
D. definition 4 

Read the dictionary entry.  

slash v. 1. to cut with a sweeping motion 2. to reduce 3. to tear 4. in 
sports, to wave a stick 

 
What is the best definition of the word slash as it is used in this 
sentence? 

The store manager decided to slash prices on the shirts.  

 
A. to cut with a sweeping motion 
B. to reduce 
C. to tear  
D. in sports, to wave a stick 

    



 

 
 Tuesday  G5, Week 29 

 

Skill: Reference Materials 

   
 

Standard: L.5.4.C Consult reference materials to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases. 

Read the dictionary entry. 

nerve n.  
1. a bundle of fibers in the nervous system 2. a point of disagreement 
3. courage or boldness 4. a vein in a leaf 

 
Read the sentence. 

Tommy had the nerve to ask for another serving of food.  

 
What does nerve mean as it is used in this sentence? 

A. a bundle of fibers in the nervous system 
B. a point of disagreement  
C. courage or boldness  
D. a vein in a leaf  

Read the dictionary entry. 

brilliant adj. 1. shiny, glittery 2. well-lit 3. sharp and clear in tone 4. 
highly intelligent  

 
Read the sentence.  

The surface of the wood furniture was brilliant.   

 
Which definition entry gives the best definition of brilliant as it is 
used in the sentence? 
 

A. shiny, glittery  
B. well-lit  
C. sharp and clear in tone  
D. highly intelligent  

Read the dictionary entry. 

extend verb 1. To proceed on a certain course  
2. To make or become longer 3. To change within limits 4. To 
arrange to cover a large area.  

 
Read the sentence.  

The school cafeteria will extend the hours that breakfast is served.  

 
Which dictionary definition gives the meaning of extend as it is used 
in the sentence?  

A. definition 1 
B. definition 2 
C. definition 3 
D. definition 4 

Read the dictionary entry. 

delicate adjective 1. mild or soft 2. very sensitive 3. frail in health 4. 
fragile  

 
Read the sentence.  

There was a delicate scent of perfume in the air.  

 
Which definition entry gives the best meaning for the word delicate 
as it is used in the sentence? 
 

A. mild or soft 
B. very sensitive  
C. frail in health  
D. fragile    

    



 

Standard: L.5.4.C Consult reference materials to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases. 

A thesaurus is a reference text that helps us improve our word choice by giving us synonyms and antonyms. 
 

Thesaurus entries tell us: 
 

● The word 
● The part of speech of the word 
● Synonyms and/or antonyms for a word  

○ A synonym is a word that means the same, or nearly the same as another word.  
○ An antonym is a word that means the opposite of another word.  

 

More often than not, a thesaurus entry will likely give you the synonym for a given word.  
 

 
 

 
We can use a thesaurus to learn the alternative meanings, or shades of meaning, of a word. When doing so, we must: 

● Look at the context of the word in the sentence and ask: 
○ “What part of speech is the word being used as?” 
○ “What do we think the word might mean?” 

● Look at all the variations of the word in the thesaurus. 
● Ask ourselves, “Which meaning or definition matches best?” 

 
 

    



 
 

  Wednesday  G5, Week 29 
 

Skill: Reference Materials 

   
 

Standard: L.5.4.C Consult reference materials to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases. 

Below is an entry from a thesaurus. 

fair adj.  1. pail, light 2. okay, average 3. fine, good 4. beautiful, lovely  
5. just, open-minded  

 
Read the sentence.  

Most students at my school would agree that Mrs. Peterson is a fair 
principal because she always listens to both sides of an argument.  

 

Which word from the thesaurus entry can be used to replace the 
word fair in this sentence?  

A. pale  
B. average 
C. lovely  
D. just   

Below is an entry from a thesaurus.  

model n.  1. replica, copy 2. type, sort  3. example  
model v.  1. sculpt, mold  2. display, pose  

 
Read the sentence.  

Class, your next social studies project is to make a clay model of the 
Egyptian Sphinx.  

 

Which word from the thesaurus entry can be used to replace the 
word model in this sentence?  

A. display  
B. replica  
C. type  
D. sculpt  

Read the sentence below. 

The lawyer presented her strong case to the courtroom. 

 
Which thesaurus entry gives the meaning of the word case as it is 
used in the sentence? 

A. container, box 
B. situation, instance 
C. argument, reason 
D. job, project  

A student used this sentence in a letter. 

Moving from Idaho to North Carolina and starting over at a new 
school was very scary.  

 

The student looked up the word scary in a thesaurus and found this 
entry. 

scary, adj.  1. creepy 2. eerie 3. intimidating 4. spine-chilling  

 
The student wants to place the word scary with a synonym. Which 
word best replaces the word in the sentence? 

A. creepy  
B. eerie  
C. intimidating  
D. spine-chilling  

   



 

 
 Thursday  G5, Week 29 

 

Skill: Reference Materials 

   
 

Standard: L.5.4.C Consult reference materials to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases. 

Below is an entry from a thesaurus.  

tender adj. 1. frail, soft 2. affectionate, loving  3. painful, sore  
tender n. 1. offer, request  
tender v. 1. give, provide 

 
What is the meaning of the word tender as it is used in the 
sentence below? 

The mother bear nuzzled her baby cub with tender care.  

 
A. frail  
B. loving  
C. sore  
D. provide  

Below is an entry from a thesaurus.  

spot n. 1. mark, dot 2. bit, dash 3. place, location 4. position, job  
spot v. 1. notice, see 2. streak, stain 

 
What is the meaning of the word spot as it is used in the sentence 
below? 

The garden is a nice secluded spot to read.  

 
A. dot  
B. bit  
C. place  
D. position  

Read the dictionary entry. 

resolution \ rez-e-`lu-shen\ n  [ME, fr. MF resolution or L 
resolution] (14c) 1. the act of answering 2. the act of making 
something more simple 3. the part of a story where the main 
problem is worked out 

 
Based on the entry, which sentence is true about the word 
resolution? 

A. It has three syllables  
B. It can be used as a pronoun 
C. It has only two meanings 
D. It may have come from more than one language 

Read the dictionary entry. 

pose verb 1. To take on a false appearance 2. To state an idea 3. 
To seek an answer 4. To present 

 
What is the meaning of the word pose as it is used in the 
sentence below?  

The main character in the story posed as a detective.  

 
A. To take on a false appearance 
B. To state an idea  
C. To seek an answer 
D. To present  

   



Name: ________________________   Cohort: ________________________ 

 
Friday  G5, Week 29 

 

Skill: Reference Materials  Quiz 
 

Standard: L.5.4.C Consult reference materials to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases. 

Below is an entry from a thesaurus.  

figure n. 1. symbol, number 2. diagram, picture 3. celebrity, person 
4. amount, total 5. shape, form  

 
What is the meaning of the word figure as it is used in the 
sentence below? 

Abraham Lincoln was an important figure who changed the 
course of America’s history.  

 
A. number  
B. picture  
C. person  
D. form  

Below is an entry from a thesaurus.  

bust n. 1. failure; disappointment 2. raid, arrest  
bust v. 1. hit, hurt 2. smash, break 3. seize, capture  

 
Read the sentence.  

Roger was rather upset with himself, because the surprise party 
he had planned for his sister was a bust.  

 
A. failure  
B. raid  
C. hit  
D. smash  

Read the dictionary entry.  

schooner \'skü-nər\ [origin unknown] (1716) n. 1. a 2-masted 
sailing ship 2. a larger than usual drinking glass 3. a covered 
wagon, usually called a prairie schooner 

 
The dictionary entry shows the word schooner came into our 
language:  
 

A. from Latin.  
B. about 1716.  
C. from Old English. 
D. as someone’s name.  

Read the dictionary entry. 

keen adjective 1. Showing or having enthusiasm 2. Extremely 
interested 3. Mentally quick or original 4. Particularly excellent  

 
What is the meaning of the word keen as it is used in the 
sentence below?  

Many animals have a keen sense of smell.  

 
A. Showing or having enthusiasm  
B. Extremely interested 
C. Mentally quick or original  
D. Particularly excellent 

 
 
 



 


